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their violence than we are with the continued violence,
moral and physical, perpetrated by the present Govern-
ment. Mr. Stokes does not seem to eschew the use of physical
force. Surely the combined labour of the Rajput, the Sikh
and the Mussalman warriors in a united India may be
trusted to deal with plunderers from any or all the sides.
Imagine, however, the worst: Japan overwhelming us from
the Bay of Bengal, the Gurkhas from the Hills, and the
Pathans from the North-West. If we do not succeed in
driving them out, we make terms with them, and drive
them out at the first opportunity. This will be a more manly
course than a helpless submission to an admittedly wrongful
State.
But I refuse to contemplate the dismal outlook. If the
movement succeeds through non-violent non-co-operation—
and that is the supposition Mr. Stokes has started with
—the English, whether they remain or retire, will do so as
friends and under a well-ordered agreement as between
partners. I still believe in the goodness of human nature,
whether it is English or any other. I therefore do not believe
that the English will leave in ca night3.
And do I consider the Gurkha and the Afghan being
incorrigible thieves and robbers without ability to respond
to purifying influences ? I do not. If India returns to her
spirituality, it will react upon the neighbouring tribes;
she will interest herself in the welfare of these hardy but
poor people, and even support them, if necessary, not out
of fear but as a matter of negihbourly duty. She will have
dealt with Japan simultaneously with the British. Japan
will not want to invade India, if India has learnt to consider
it a sin to use a single foreign article that she can manu-
facture within her own borders. She produces enough
to eat, and her men and women can, without difficulty,
manufacture enough cloth to cover their nakedness and
protect themselves from heat and cold. We become prey
to invasion, if we excite the greed of foreign nations by
dealing with them under a feeling of dependence on them.
We must learn to be independent of every one of them.
Whether,  therefore, we finally succeed through vio-
lence or non-violence, in my opinion the prospect is by no

